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C
hristmas of 1945
promised to be the
best holiday in years. 

The Depression was over, and
the four long years of World
War II were behind us.  Some
of our loved ones were still
overseas in military service,
but we knew they were safe
and on the way home.
Preparations were under way
all over town.  Just three years
before, Irving Berlin wrote the
song that would define ideal
Christmas weather for all
time.  All we needed for a
perfect “White Christmas” was
a little snow.  We never
suspected what Mother
Nature had in store for us. 

On December 15 a freak
snowstorm hit Western New
York.  Bernard Wiggin of the
U.S. Weather Service had fore-

The Winter of 1945
Text, Terry Wolfe;   Photos, Gladys Baker

View along Central Avenue

looking north.  A lone pedestrian

makes her way past the Endicott

Johnson Shoe Store.  The signs

“Drugs” and “Western Union”

mark the front of Cushing’s Drug

Store.  To the left of the lamp

post, the marquee of the

Lancaster Theatre is just visible

above the snow.



cast intermittent snow or snow
flurries and very cold.  The snow
hit in a band across Lackawanna,
Buffalo and Lancaster.  When it
was over, drifts in the Village of
Lancaster were 6 to 8 feet deep
while the Town reported drifts of 
7 to 8 feet.  Roads were impass-
able.  Transit and Genesee were
rough and narrow while Bullis,
Clinton, and Town Line Roads
were all closed.  The community
of Town Line was virtually snowed
in. Farmers could get to their
barns and poultry houses, but
couldn’t get to town with milk and
produce.  Broadway from
Lancaster to Buffalo was open to
two-way traffic, but east of
Lancaster, only one-way travel was
possible. Town officials advised
motorists to stay off that route. 

Mayor Walter F. Braun was in-
formed that state plows would be
sent from Hornell to help, and
Town Highway Superintendent
Arthur Stutzman asked Erie
County Highway Department for
aid and rented private equipment
as well.  Dr. C. H. Mackey,
Lancaster Health Officer, said
physicians were making house
calls on foot. Special efforts had to
be made to open the roads to the
homes of three servicemen who
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View of Backyards along Central

Avenue.
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were due back at camp after
furloughs.  Industries closed,
including Curtiss Wright and
Symington Gould.  The Buf-
falo Transit buses were not
running.  It took Clint
Buehlman a whole hour to
read the list of closings on
WBEN radio. 

When it was over, it was
declared the worst storm in
Buffalo history.  The snow
measured 56 inches deep in
Lancaster.  The schools in 
Lancaster and Depew would
remain closed until January 2. 
Even garbage and ash collec-
tions were canceled. 

That December, Gladys
Baker and her cousin were
renting the apartment over
Dalton’s store at 27 Central
Avenue.  Gladys was working
in Braun’s Department Store. 
She recalled that Mr. Braun
had a fit because customers
couldn’t get in to shop.  Tak-
ing along her Brownie camera,
she took a walk around and
made a record of the storm.
Her pictures show more than
snow.  They are a record of
the central business area all
dressed up for Christmas and
frozen in time.

Snowbound stores along

Central Avenue.

Taken from the rear kitchen

window, 27 Central, December 16,

1945

Mr. and Mrs. Paul Welker are the

winners of the Lancaster

Historical Society quilt raffle

for 2002.  The Mariner’s Compass

quilt was made by the Society’s

Quilters Guild and awarded on the

Fourth of July.
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1945 storm:  The southwest

corner of Central Avenue

showing Braun’s Department

Store at center.  To the right are

the New York Store (now

carson’s jewelers) and Murphy’s

5 and 10 Cent Store.  The

buildings at left were

demolished to make room for a

parking lot.  The sign at right

“Candies-Lunches” marks the

front of The Sugar Bowl.

The next issue in the Lancaster Landmark series of
collectible buildings is the Trinity Episcopal Church at
5448 Broadway. Construction began on this elegant
brick building in 1880 and was completed in 1883.
Dimensions of the model are 3 1/4 inches by 3 1/4 inches
by 5 inches. The workmanship on this issue is
exceptionally fine. It is made and shipped to us from
North Carolina. Price will be $30.00. For advance orders
phone 683-4165. You will be notified when the buildings
are available.


